UN WORLD SPACE WEEK

October 4 to 10, 2006

    This annual event was initiated to encourage peaceful uses of space. Unfortunately the major sponsors are now aerospace corporations like Lockheed-Martin, Raytheon, EAD and ATK-Thiokol -- all involved in the rapid militarization of space.  

[image: image1.emf]    We will report all of our Keep Space for Peace actions to the United Nations, and insist on progress in outlawing weapons and war in or from outer space.

The UN is central to the 

efforts to Keep Space for

Peace

THE OUTER SPACE TREATY was

 signed in January of 1967 and entered

 into force in October of that same year.  The significant principles behind its 35-year success include the prohibition of nuclear weapons in space, and the guarantee of cooperation among states in all peaceful uses of outer space. 

    However, with the rapid development of laser technology, outer space can easily be militarized without the deployment of nuclear weapons. Furthermore, with the U.S.’s stated plans of “dominating the space dimension of military operations…(and) integrating space forces into war fighting capabilities of full spectrum of conflict,” the Treaty is insufficient against saving outer space from weaponization. (96 nations have already  ratified the treaty and 27 more have signed, but in 2000, when 183 nations reaffirmed the treaty, the US and Israel abstained.) 

PREVENTION OF AN ARMS RACE IN OUTER SPACE (PAROS) is high priority for negotiation in the Conference on Disarmament.  However, the United States is still blocking progress in negotiations. Hans Blix and the WMD commission are calling for a review conference on the Outer Space Treaty in 2007, the 40th anniversary, to strengthen the treaty and ban weapons in space. We must join minds, hands and hearts to draw all nations into meaningful negotiations. 
For  complete information on the PAROS process, U.S. adamant objection, and negotiating positions see Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/legal/paros/parosindex.html .  

MOON AGREEMENT, 1984 Although it has entered into force, only nine States have ratified and five signed the treaty.  It is currently ineffective because France was the only permanent Security Council member to support the treaty. Russia, China, Britain and the US have all refused to ratify or sign. In the US, there was a successful campaign against the treaty waged by those who want private rights to colonize and exploit the moon. States Parties to this Agreement note the achievements of 

States in the exploration and use of the moon and other celestial bodies. They recognize that the moon, as a natural satellite of the earth, has an important role to play in the exploration of outer space. They promote, on the basis of 
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equality, the further development of co-operation among States in the exploration and use of the moon and other celestial bodies. They seek to prevent the moon from becoming an area of international conflict and agree to concrete measures to achieve these goals. We believe this is a treaty still worthy of support.

CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT (CD)        This is the sole  body responsible for negotiating a new PAROS treaty, and for strengthening existing space treaties to prevent an arms race in space. Since decisions must be made by consensus, the U.S. has been able to block negotiations with only Israel concurring. On June 6, 2006 the U.S. delegate denied his country had plans to put weapons in space even though both the 2006 and the 2007 budgets have funding for this purpose and all branches of the US military and the Missile Defense Agency have published elaborate plans for space weaponization.
UN COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (COPUOS) This Committee was set up by the General Assembly in 1959 to review the scope of international cooperation in peaceful uses of outer space; to  

devise programs in this field to be undertaken under United Nations auspices; to encourage continued research and the dissemination of information on outer space matters; and  to 

study legal problems arising from the exploration of outer space.  The forty-ninth session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was held from 7-16 June 2006 at the United Nations Office at Vienna, Vienna International Center, Vienna, Austria. 

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR OUTER SPACE AFFAIRS (UNOOSA) This is the secretariat for COPUOS.  Among its many tasks is organizing UN World Space Week every year from October 4 to 10.  Each year a handsome multi-page report is published, hi-lighting events around the world . Reports can be accessed from their home page under special events.
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SPACE WEEK INTERNATIONAL (SIA) has been  entrusted by UNOOSA with the details of organizing the week. Unfortunately SIA’s major sponsors are international aerospace corporations and war profiteers like Lockheed Martin, Raytheon, EADS and ATK Thiokol.  There is a special emphasis on educational programs for children and young people designed to excite their interest in space exploration. Sadly, however, space programs are becoming increasingly militarized. We ask our nations to refuse to be drawn into space militarization.  All nations,

including the United States, 

China and members of the

European Union should fol-

low Russia and pledge not 
to be first to put weapons in

space. No corporations or  
investors should profit from

preparation for war in space

This year participants in

KEEP SPACE FOR PEACE WEEK

are encouraged to send their own reports on actions and events to WILPF and 

Global Network 

for submission to UNOOSA!  

We are the ones who honor the terms of the original Outer Space Treaty and support PAROS!  We are the ones who must prevail!!

CONTACT for posters, event registration fliers and loads of information:

Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space www.space4peace.org
WILPF Reaching Critical Will   www.reachingcriticalwill.org
This fact sheet  prepared by U.S. Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom  

DISARM! Dismantle the War Economy Committee for use in 

Keep Space for Peace week. www.disarm.wilpf.org .
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Women’s International League     Global Network Against 

     For Peace & Freedom 
    Weapons & Nuclear Power



(WILPF)

              In Space 

Invite you to participate in 

KEEP SPACE FOR PEACE WEEK 

October 1 to 8, 2006
Join us as civil society organizations  around the globe gather to stop the arming of the heavens!

We will emphasize our support for Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PAROS) and for already existing Outer Space treaties.  We will protest the militarization of space at military bases, aerospace corporations and Embassies around the world.
Our global effort intends to end present dangerous policies of space domination, militarization and weaponization.
PREVENT AN 

ARMS RACE IN 

OUTER SPACE!
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