ELLEN BARFIELD, U.S. WILPF CO-CHAIR, COMMENTS SENT TO SUSAN GORDON OF ALLIANCE FOR NUCLEAR ACCOUNTABILITY ON THE 

NGO PRESS CONFERENCE PRECEDING THE COMPLEX 2030  NEPA PUBLIC HEARINGS


The press conference was powerful, though with predictably few actual press attendees. But Susan, it was disappointing that the only woman on the dais was you the moderator. Science tends to be overpopulated with men, as does religion, which you wisely included in the person of the Greek Orthodox speaker. I'm quite sure you sought women, but it was sad that out of 6 speakers, not one was a woman.

Sadly I could not stay at the hearing for the public comment section. The DOE part was pretty typical-excess time for their glitzy info boards and to schmooze with some of the DOE employees (as if this brief access to them and their propaganda is democracy), and a Power Point presentation which we could have all just read, since copies of it were given out. And they emphasized that they must read and respond to every comment from the public-not adjust their behavior accordingly, mind you, but process. 

I hear that the public comments were brief, even though the allotted time was truncated. Interesting that a young man responded to the facilitator (who made it exceedingly clear he was NOT a DOE employee!) when he offered anyone the chance to say more, after those of the public signed up to speak had spoken. The young man apparently took the podium and then burst into tears, being apparently little abashed at doing that. When my husband told me about the young man, I said that that was actually very rational behavior when contemplating the resumption of the nuclear arms race. 

It stuns and depresses me to have made so little progress, and in fact be slipping back, regarding these infernal machines. DOE emphasizes the numerical reduction of the current stockpile and that expected in the new generation, compared to former actual warhead numbers. But they avoid mentioning the smaller, more usable nature of the planned new weapons, and the government policy of contemplating using nuclear weapons, even against states without them.

It is necessary to attend these hearings and comment, to get on the record, but they are just a dance of sham democracy. The real action is to reactivate the strong citizen resistance of the 1980's, in the streets, at the bomb plants and test sites, in the legislative offices. A new generation has come along since the Soviet Union collapsed and nukes fell off the public's radar screen. We have much education and agitation to do.

Peace, Ellen Barfield
