Stopping the Merchants of Death Conference
And the Protest at Alliant Tech
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, September 29-October 2—More than 60 activists representing 37 grassroots organizations throughout the country converged at University of St. Thomas (UST) for the first Stopping the Merchants of Death (SMoD) Conference against war profiteers.  . .
The Conference culminated in a celebration of Gandhi’s birthday as 78 people were arrested trying to deliver a subpoena to Daniel J. Murphy, CEO of Alliant Tech Systems – makers of cluster bombs, nuclear weapons delivery systems, components for missile defense and munitions releasing depleted uranium as well as guns and small arms. 
The War Resisters League (WRL) has run a national “Stop the Merchants of Death” program for years. The idea for a national conference emerged from a conversation between Joanne Sheehan, Convener of the WRL’s Anti-Militarism Task Force, and Marv Davidov, a freedom rider, co-founder of the Honeywell Project in Minneapolis, and long-time WRL member, about successful resistance to war profiteering. (The Honeywell Project was a factor in Honeywell-the-company spinning off its military contracts into a new company, Alliant Techsystems, the focus of the activist group Alliant Action.)  
WRL’s National Committee agreed to cosponsor a conference with Alliant Action and other groups in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area to share vision and strategies and form a national network against corporate war making and war profiteering.  Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom became the national co-sponsor, and Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space was a major participant.
Lastly, to honor Gandhi’s birthday, support each other, and strengthen our developing counter-corporate network, out-of-state conference attendees joined in with Alliant Action in nonviolent civil disobedience at Alliant Tech Systems. Reflecting upon the importance of this action, WRL staff member G. Simon Harak borrowed from Medea Benjamin’s speech reiterating that congress had voted for $70 billion in supplemental money to the current war budget.  “Not one single senator voted against it.  It shows how simply going to congress is not the issue anymore,” he said.    

After we were all processed and released, we ate a great breakfast and said our loving “see ya’s.” We’ve already begun contact with each other carrying out the workgroup’s plans for building a counter-corporate network and movement.  It’s going to be challenging but vital work.  It’s important to cut off the body supply of soldiers to the military.  However, cutting off the body supply to the war now means stopping people from working for Halliburton, Bechtel and these numerous other merchants of death.  

We can only do this together.
________________________________________

**  Note:  Excerpted from the War Resisters League report on the National Stop the Merchants of Death Conference. September 29-October 2, 2007.
**  Items in bold type were added by WILPF
Access the full report at http://www.warresisters.org/smod/SMoDConferenceReport.doc .

