WILPF letterhead
March 2, 2007
Senator . . . . . .
. . . . .  Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. . . . . 
Dear Senator George Voinovich,
We urge you to heed  the warnings and the call of Henry Kissinger, George Schultz, William Perry and Sam Nunn as presented in the attached article. All four see global abolition of nuclear weapons as a matter of greatest urgency. They call for ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) as a necessary first step toward abolition. Of course only the U.S. Senate can achieve the necessary ratification and we ask you to fully support this process

We in the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom agree with the authors of this article that the United States must lead the world toward abolition of these weapons.  We also agree that the United States must itself comply fully with the terms of the Nuclear Weapons Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Our government must work within the United Nations framework to ensure that all other nations also comply.
Indeed, the Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission chaired by Dr. Hans Blix also concluded that the United States must supply the moral and practical leadership required to abolish these weapons before they abolish us. (See  http://www.wmdcommission.org for the full text.)   Not only the threat of nuclear weapons proliferation but our own U.S. nuclear policies currently endanger all humankind
We also call to your attention the Thirteen Practical Steps toward nuclear weapons abolition agreed to in 2000 by all 183 nations, including the U.S., then party to the Nuclear Weapons Non- Proliferation Treaty (NPT).  We hope you will lead the way forward in pursuing those steps in the Senate, and that you will not support policies that defy the terms of that treaty. For extensive background information on the Thirteen Steps, the NPT, the CTBT and proceedings in the United Nations we refer you to the website of our WILPF Reaching Critical Will Project at www.reachingcriticalwill.org,   maintained by our UN offices in New York and Geneva.
Of course women in WILPF are totally opposed to the ways of war, and seek a world with peace, security and human rights for all.  For this purpose we have been involved in the formation of the League of Nations, the World Court, and now the United Nations.  Even if you do not fully share our own commitments we trust you see the folly of nuclear weapons policies that threaten the future of our own people as well as the lives of those whom our military might attack. 

To respond or for further information you may contact either myself or Kate Zaiden in our national office at the address given in our letterhead above. 
In peace,

Mary Day Kent

Executive Director

