NAVAJO NATION HOSTS THE URANIUM BAN SUMMIT WHICH CALLS FOR A NUCLEAR FREE FUTURE

The full report by Linda Richards, WILPF DISARM Team member, should appear in the April edition of Peace and Freedom, and will then also be posted on www.disarm.wilpf.org .  Here are four excerpted paragraphs.  The Navajo people have already banned uranium mining in their territory.  The UN Commission on Science and Technology is among those supporting the Navajo in their struggle against the Nuclear Regulatory Commission  and mining companies such as Uranium Resources.

Summit participants included citizens from First Nations, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, India, Japan, the United States and Vanuatu, the world’s first Nuclear Free Zone. The group is dedicated to a worldwide ban on uranium mining, processing, enrichment, fuel use, weapons testing and deployment, and nuclear waste dumping on Indigenous lands.  The ban is justified on the basis of the extensive record of “disproportional impacts” of nuclearism on the health, natural resources and cultures of Indigenous peoples. 

While no place on Earth has escaped the signature of atmospheric nuclear testing, as radionucleotides unknown before 1945 are found in soil, water and polar ice, Indigenous communities have suffered incalculable loss. These include the Pacific Rim with the devastation from 67 weapons tests in the Marshall Islands, some explosions 750 times larger than the bomb dropped on Hiroshima. Testing resulted in devastation of the Enewetak people, and complete vaporization of the five of the Enewetak atolls. The Enewetak continue to fight for compensation from the US government today. It was the leadership of Hilda Lini, who attended the Summit, and the people of the tiny Pacific Island of Vanuatu, which has led to 2/3 of the earth’s land mass now belonging to the UN-recognized “Nuclear Weapons Free Zones”.  

Other US tribes disproportionately affected by the nuclear fuel cycle lived on land taken in 1941 for the then secret activity of atomic weapons production at Hanford Nuclear Reservation, in Washington State. The Hanford area contained many spiritual and cultural sites, including the Hanford Reach, a biologically imperative site for Chinook salmon spawning. Toxic radioactive groundwater is currently leaching into the Reach. The health effects to Umatilla, Cayuse, Walla Walla, Coeur d'Alene, Colville, Kalispel, Nez Perce, Spokane, and members of the Warm Springs tribe were not examined despite their subsistence culture, which included diets high in contaminated fish. 
The selection of the Shoshone lands for the Nuclear Test Ste contaminated their lands beyond reclamation, and the threatened “Divine Strake” test will re-disperse radioactive soils across the landscape. “No one has the right to contaminant the air or water, as that destroys all life” said Carrie Dann of the Western Shoshone, “and greed has led to people eating their children, which means stealing their future.” 
