January 24, 2007
His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon

Secretary General or the United Nations
United Nations Headquarters
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

We in the U.S. Section of Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom have just learned that you are considering subsuming the Department on Disarmament Affairs (DDA) into the Department of Political Affairs (PDA), and that the PDA is to be headed by a US Ambassador from the current U.S. Administration.
We urge you not to proceed with this move. The DDA must be strengthened, not weakened.  The DDA’s responsibility for servicing the agencies negotiating and monitoring disarmament treaties is crucial to fulfilling the purposes of the United Nations. Those treaties form the framework of international law essential to maintaining peace and security, the first objective of the United Nations( Article I.1).  Governments with powerful militaries will challenge these laws, and the DDA is also needed to educate and help draw them into conformity.
We are proud of the many positive contributions our own nation has made to the foundation of the United Nations and to its development through the decades.  However, now that the US has developed the most heavily armed military the world has ever known, our present Administration has been veering from the goals set forth in the UN Charter.  The US is expanding its nuclear weapons programs in defiance of the NPT, proceeding with the militarization of space despite the Outer Space Treaty, refusing to ratify the Land Mines Treaty and blocking progress on small arms control. It also challenges the UN Charter with its policies of pre-emptive war and threats to use nuclear weapons against even non-nuclear states.
As you know, in the United States the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency was subsumed into the State Department, and then eviscerated   by Under Secretary of State for Arms Control, John Bolton.  We must not let something similar happen in the United Nations itself.

In this, of all times, it is important to keep the DDA as a separate agency under the leadership of an Under Secretary General reporting directly to you.  Given the growing threats of wider war and use of nuclear weapons, this Under Secretary General should also continue to be from a non-nuclear state.
Since 1915 WILPF has worked to develop international institutions and law in the hope of putting an end to war.  Know that we will continue to support you and the United Nations as it seeks to “develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace.”  (Article I.2)
In peace,

Chris Morin






Co-President






